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Skilled scientist with a proven record of accurate and reliable results for the past eight years. Looking for 

the opportunity to collaborate and join an established team of biomolecular and biomedical researchers. 

 EDUCATION  

 

Ph.D. Molecular Biomedicine 2017-2020 

University of Trieste - Italy   

Project: “New molecular targets in colorectal cancer therapy” 

Supervisor: Professor Gabriele Grassi  

 

M.A.Sc. Molecular biology and genetics 2014-2016  

University of Pavia - Italy 

Dissertation: “Renal involvement in a mouse model of senile systemic amyloidosis” 

Average: 110/110 with honors  

Supervisor: Professor Cinzia Calvio 

 

B. Sc. Biology 2010-2013  

Lebanese International University – Lebanon 

Supervisor: Dr. Roland Bou Raad 

FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

• Postdoctoral fellowship, Excellence project of the Department of Biotechnology and 

Biosciences, University of Milano Bicocca CHRONOS, 2021-2022 

• Ph.D. Tuition Fee Scholarship, University of Trieste, 2017 –2020  

• EDiSU scholarship, University of Pavia, 2014 –2016  

• Partial Tuition Fee Scholarship, Lebanese International University, 2010 –2013  

 

 PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

University of Milano Bicocca, Department of Biotechnology and Biosciences- Milano, Italy, 01/2021 

_ 12/2022:  Postdoctoral Fellow  

Principle Investigator: Prof. Francesca Granucci 

- Proven hands-on expertise in aspects of cell biology and signalling with experience in molecular biology 

techniques, histology and image analysis. 

- Excellent analytical expertise and strong competency in complex data handling and analysis. 

- Ability to plan, organize and work to deadline. 

- Excellent written and oral communication skills, with the ability to present scientific ideas to a variety of 

audiences. 

- Capacity to collaborate with other scientists, funding agencies, clinicians, and industry partners, while 

also demonstrating an ability to work alone or in a team. 

- Experienced in drafting scientific manuscript and in preparing for international conferences and 
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workshops. 

Supervision of  Bachelor and master’s student during training and writing experimental thesis 

Immunology technical laboratory, Assistant Professor 

- Technical immunology lab course tutor for Bachelor students 

Centro di Riferimento Oncologico - Aviano, Italy,  01/2017 – 11/2020:  Ph.D. Researcher 

Supervisor: Dr. Flavio Rizzolio 

- Set priorities and handle multiple assignments and tasks  

- Design, plan and implement projects and tasks within allotted timeframe 

- Obtain laboratory techniques and experience 

- Gain strong experimental, theoretical and calculation skills 

- Maintain lab materials and stock 

 

Consiglio Nazionale della Ricerca Istituto di Genetica Molecolare – Pavia, Italy, 11/2014 - 07/2016: 

Internship for experimental thesis  

Supervisor: Dr. Carla Tribioli 

- Interpreted research finding and summarized data into reports  

- Attended lab safety course  

- Maintained all laboratory robotics  

- Successfully completed transcription profiling experiments  

- Kept accurate database of specimens collected and stored in repository  

 

Al Inaty medical laboratories, Kousba - Lebanon 10/2013 - 11/2013: Trainee   

- Medical tests: CBC, biochemistry, and endocrinology blood test. 

- Microbiology laboratory work: gram staining, cell culture, antibiotic specificity and bacteria 

identification biochemical testing.  

 

 TECHNICAL SKILLS 

• Microbiological techniques: Commonly used media preparation, sterilization, aseptic technique, 

inoculation and culture growth, storage and resuscitation of microorganisms. 

• Cell culture: Maintained this imperative model system for understanding physiological processes and 

screening of toxic or therapeutic compounds for use in medical treatments and drug testing for IC50, 

FACS analysis, knockdown and overexpression of some genes to study their behavior. 

• Organoid culture: Three-dimensional culture method to enables ex vivo analysis of stem cell 

behavior and differentiation. Circulating tumor cells isolation. 

• Mouse animal model: In vivo mammalian models handle and restrain, Intraperitoneal/ subcutaneous/ 

intravenous injections/ anesthesia, maintenance and evaluation of animal records, animal autopsy, 

collection of blood or other samples. 

• Working with DNA: PCR amplification, purification of PCR products, isolation of plasmid DNA, 

restriction endonuclease digestion of plasmid DNA, gel extraction of DNA, ligation of DNA, 

preparation of competent cell, DNA quantitation. 

• Working with RNA: RNA extraction and storage, reverse transcription, quantitative PCR 

amplification and analysis. 

• Working with protein: Overexpression/knockdown, cell lysis for protein extraction, SDS-PAGE, 

Coomassie staining and analysis of protein. Affinity purification of targeted protein, dialysis and 

concentration of protein, quantification of protein, Western blotting, immunofluorescence and 

immunohistochemistry. 



 

 INFORMATIC SKILLS 

 

• Microsoft office: MS Excel, MS Word, PowerPoint. Prism, Graphpad. 

• Bioinformatic sites: NCBI, UCSC, Primer3, GeneOntology, Blast, String, Clustal, IntAct.  

 

COURSES AND CONFERENCES: 

 

Canazei winter bioinformatic school January 2018: by the University of Verona 

The program of the school provided key concepts on the actual bioinformatics approaches applied to 

biological research, introducing the principal bioinformatics challenges, including 

genomics/metagenomics, structural bioinformatics and transcriptomics. 

 

Pisa summer School consciousness and Cognition 2020: by the University of Pisa 

The school addressed the question of the relations between quantum mechanics and the theory of mind 

requires specific attention, as well as the artificial intelligence. 

 

Authorization to animal experimentation: by Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e 

dell’Emilia Romagna 2021 

Basic elements for the researchers’ approach to the use of animals for scientific purposes. 

 

Grant starter school 2021: by the university of Milano Bicocca 

Writing a proposal for research funding, introduce researchers to explore how to write a proposal that 

stands out among the others. 

 

  EMBL conferences:  

- EMBL Symposium “The Complex Life of RNA”; Virtual (7-9 October 2020) 

- EMBL Symposium Organoids: Modelling Organ Development and Disease in 3D Culture; Virtual 

(21-24 October 2020) 

- EMBL Workshop Neuroepigenetics: From Cells to Behaviour and Disease; Virtual (28-30 October 

2020) 

 

 LANGUAGES SKILLS 

 

Arabic: Mother language  

English, French and Italian: Fluent 

Spanish: Novice 

 

 PUBLICATIONS  

 

“Polymer-Mediated Delivery of siRNAs to Hepatocellular Carcinoma : Variables Affecting,” Farra R; 

Musiani F; Perrone F; Čemažar M; Kamenšek U; Tonon F; El Boustani M; Abrami M; Ručigaj A; Grassi 

M; Pozzato G et al.  

Molecules (Basel, Switzerland). 2018-03 | Review  

 

“Discovery of long-chain salicylketoxime derivatives as monoacylglycerol lipase ( MAGL ) inhibitors,”  

Bononi G; Granchi C; Lapillo M; Giannotti M; Nieri D; Fortunato S; Boustani ME; Caligiuri I; Poli G; 

Carlson KE et al. 

European journal of medicinal chemistry. 2018-08 | Journal article  



 

 “Virtual screening identifies a PIN1 inhibitor with possible antiovarian cancer effects,”  

Russo Spena C; De Stefano L; Poli G; Granchi C; El Boustani M; Ecca F; Grassi G; Grassi M; 

Canzonieri V; Giordano A et al.  

Journal of cellular physiology. 2019-01 | Journal article  

 

“A Guide to PIN1 Function and Mutations Across Cancers,”  

El Boustani M; De Stefano L; Caligiuri I; Mouawad N; Granchi C; Canzonieri V; Tuccinardi T; 

Giordano A; Rizzolio F.  

Frontiers in pharmacology. 2018-01 | Review  

 

 “Optimization of a Benzoylpiperidine Class Identifies a Highly Potent and Selective Reversible 

Monoacylglycerol Lipase (MAGL) Inhibitor,” 

 Granchi C; Lapillo M; Glasmacher S; Bononi G; Licari C; Poli G; El Boustani M; Caligiuri I; Rizzolio 

F; Gertsch J et al.  

Journal of medicinal chemistry. 2019-02 | Journal article  

 

“Strategies for Delivery of siRNAs to Ovarian Cancer Cells”  

Farra R; Maruna M; Perrone F; Grassi M; Benedetti F; Maddaloni M; El Boustani M; Parisi S; Rizzolio 

F; Forte G et al.  

Pharmaceutics. 2019-10 | Review  

 

“Synthesis and in-depth studies on the anticancer activity of novel palladacyclopentadienyl complexes 

stabilized by N -Heterocyclic carbene ligands,”  

Scattolin T; Caligiuri I; Mouawad N; El Boustani M; Demitri N; Rizzolio F; Visentin F 

European journal of medicinal chemistry. 2019-06 | Journal article  

 

“Nanomedicine in Gastric Cancer,” in Gastric Cancer In The Precision Medicine Era: Diagnosis and 

Therapy,  

Mouawad, N., El Boustani, M., Canzonieri, V., Caligiuri, I., Rizzolio, F.  

Current Clinical Pathology. 2019 | Book chapter  

 
 


